jet. 64 MR.   CHAMBERLAIN'S   WAR

For Mr. Churchill could always be relied upon to
see the war in a large perspective.

That was a First Lord's duty with the seven seas
in his charge; and he paid frequent tribute to the
Navy's work. It bore the brunt of the first seven
months of war. Indeed, as uneventful silence settled '
on the Western Front, it appeared to a slightly im-
patient audience that there was not much war and
that what there was of it concerned the Navy and Mr.
Churchill. Its casualties exceeded all other French and
British losses by land, sea, and air (though he found
time for a graceful compliment to French naval
development "under the long care of Admiral
Darlan "); and the skill and gallantry of Harwood's
victory in the South Atlantic won the first laurels
of the war. Presently the. yellow waters of the
River Plate washed lassily round the bqnt plates that
had once been a German pocket-battleship preferring
suicide by scuttling in safe neutral waters to one
more encounter with the lighter guns of British
cruisers. Mr. Churchill was the nation's spokesman
in the first pride of victory and later, when Exeter
and Ajax sent their ship's companies to tramp
through roaring London streets to Guildhall, His
opportunities were not neglected on such occasions
or in cheerful offers " to engage the entire German
Navy, using only the vessels which at one time or
another they have declared they have destroyed."
But his utterances were not confined to Admiralty
business* For in the fifth month of the war, as
Europe cowered under German threats to break the
military deadlock in the West by violating neutral
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